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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
March 12, 2015 

5:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 5:00 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, members of the public and members of the District. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and Seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to adopt 

Resolution 15-02, Resolution to Change Date and Time of Regular Meeting.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Move:  New Business, before Unfinished Business 

 Add: New Business, Item B, Capital Purchases Review – Vyverberg 

 Add: Executive Report, Item B, Safer Grant Application  

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Agenda as amended. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. CDRI Report:  Martha DeLong and John Campbell provided results of research they 

conducted on behalf of the District.  They interviewed 300 registered voters who live within the 

District in effort to identify what services are most important to the community, and how to best 

communicate the benefits of a levy to the voters. They provided statistics on the respondents’ 

demographics as well as their knowledge of the District and the medical and fire services they receive.   

 

CDRI found two areas to be most important to area voters: 1) In addition to firefighter/medics, each 

station will be staffed with at least one firefighter who is also a paramedic with additional training in 

advanced life saving techniques; 2) The levy will ensure that a sufficient number of firefighters arrive 

within the initial minutes of an emergency to allow more immediate action without having to wait for 

additional firefighter/medics to arrive. 

 

Research shows initial support for a levy is good but CDRI stressed that the actual yes vote is almost 

always lower than projections.  Thirty-three percent of respondents said they were neither in favor of a 
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levy, nor against it.  Campbell and DeLong felt the passage of a levy is possible but that the margin 

would be close.  Passage would rely on good messaging and clearly identifying key benefits to the 

community and in communicating those benefits to voters. 

 

B. Capital Purchases – Commissioner Vyverberg:  Commissioner Vyverberg stated when the 

budget was adopted last November the Board requested that capital purchases be held until 2015 

funding was available.  He wanted to confirm that no 2015 capital purchases have been made yet and 

said he would like the Board to review the capital expenditure list at their next meeting.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. District Policy:  The commissioners discussed scheduling a webinar with Lexipol to view a 

demonstration of their services before the Board moves forward in drafting new policy. Commissioner 

Vyverberg will contact Lexipol and notify Commissioner Boling and Commissioner Rorie of dates 

they are available.  

 

B. Lexipol Policy Subscription Services – Commissioner Vyverberg:  Tabled 

 

C. Social Media Policy Follow-up:  Division Chief Chris Wyrobek demonstrated where the 

District’s disclosure statement is posted on its social media sites.  The Social Media Standard 

Guidelines are posted on the Homepage of the District’s website, on the “About” section of the 

Facebook account, and with a link on the “About” section of Twitter. 

 

Chief Wyrobek presented results of his research on social media archiving services.  He compared 

Smarsh and Archive Social; both companies meet the archiving needs of government agencies.  

Smarsh and Archive Social provide similar services, however, Smarsh also has the ability to back up 

the District’s website and provide a system to automatically track and maintain the District’s records 

retention schedule.  Smarsh offers unlimited data storage; Archive Social provides unlimited data 

storage up to a specific number of posts per month. Data is stored in the original format which will 

allow a customized search by key word or by date.  Smarsh provides free support and webinar training 

which Archive Social does not.  The costs for both services is comparable. 

 

Selection of an archiving services vendor will be made by staff. 

 

D. Procedures Committee Update:  Captain Jake Hebden reported the committee’s last meeting 

was February 17th.  All current procedures had been transferred to the new format and the committee 

is currently reviewing each procedure to ensure it is still applicable and current practice.  The 

committee will have a total of 50 procedures complete by its April 1st meeting.  

  

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. Awards Banquet Follow-up: Results of the member awards banquet survey were sent 

electronically to the commissioners.  Chief Nielsen asked if they had any additional feedback on the 

event. 

 

Commissioner Boling and Commissioner Vyverberg said they have heard very positive comments 

from those who attended. 

 

B. Spring Newsletter:  Chief Nielsen provided the commissioners with a draft of the spring 

edition of the Fire 8 Flyer.  He said the articles in the newsletter were written and then sent to Martha 
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DeLong and John Campbell for their review.  A summer newsletter is scheduled for distribution in 

June. 

 

C. PDC Filing Reminder:  Chief Nielsen reminded the commissioners that their F1 Financial 

Affairs Statements are to be filed with the Public Disclosure Commission by April 15th.   

 

D. Safer Grant Application:  The District has submitted an application for a Safer Grant 

requesting support for 11 firefighter positions at a total of 2.4 million dollars. There is no match 

requirement on the two-year fully-funded program.   If the District is successful the funding would be 

used to add a paramedic at every station.  Those funds, in conjunction with a successful levy measure, 

would allow a ramp down of staffing costs.  Chief Nielsen said the agency is not obligated to accept 

the grant if it is awarded.  Recipients will be announced from June through September.  Chief Nielsen 

acknowledged Chief Wyrobek for his work on the grant application. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

None 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 Insurance Car Rental Coverage – Boling 

 Out of District Correspondence – Boling  

 2016 NWLS Attendees – Boling  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mike Hause asked what the duration of the levy is, and what the total dollar volume would be. 

 

Chief Nielsen replied the proposed levy is four years and initial funding would be approximately 1.1 

million dollars per year.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The next regular Board of Fire Commissioners meeting will be held, Tuesday, April 14th, at 

Station 81, 6:00 pm. 

 SCFD8 will host the Spokane County Fire Commissioners Association meeting September 

10th, 7:00 pm, at Station 81.  Senior Special Agent Lance Hart will present on the hazards of 

making hash oil. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 

         

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


